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GM Recall Survivors, Worker Solidarity Network to 
call on shareholders to hold GM execs accountable 

“NEW GM’”s credibility in question as grieving family members and  

injured workers’ supporters continue to speak out 

  

Detroit MI—June 4, 2013—GM Recall Survivors, and supporters of injured autoworkers who 

lost their jobs at a GM plant in Colombia, will hold a joint press conference and rally at 4:00 

pm, Monday, June 9th, one day in advance of the GM annual shareholders meeting at GM’s 

Global Headquarters.   Their purpose will be to call on the shareholders to hold GM executives 

accountable for at least 13 deaths resulting from defective ignition switches in Chevys and 

Saturns, and the disabling injuries and firings suffered by 8 of many hundreds of GM’s 

assemblers at a substandard plant in a Bogota suburb.  A second rally will be held at 8:00 am, 

June 10th, the day the shareholders meet.  Coordinated actions will take place at GM 

dealerships in towns across the nation the same week. 

  

Both groups are charging GM with failing to adequately compensate the victims of the 

company’s negligence and violations of the law.  Family members of loved ones who were 

killed in accidents due to faulty ignition switches in GM vehicles are traveling to Detroit to 

speak at the events.  They will be joined by supporters of the injured Colombian workers who 

were illegally fired without compensation.     

  

The victims of the ignition switch defects and the workers forced to work in unsafe conditions 

have a lot in common,” says Frank Hammer, a retired GM autoworker from Detroit.  "In each 

case, GM was criminally negligent regarding safety. The dangers were not addressed in a 

timely manner; instead, they were covered up, with dire consequences.”  

  

While General Motors acknowledges that the ignition switch defect is responsible for the 

deaths of 13 individuals, GM Recall Survivors spokesperson Laura Christian says the number 

is much larger.  According to Christian, the birth mother of a 16-yr. old daughter who died after 

her Chevy Cobalt’s airbags failed to deploy, “the number is well over a hundred, and 



growing.”  GM has similarly minimized the number of workers affected and made a token effort 

to address its wrongdoing.  It offered the injured workers a settlement that wouldn’t cover the 

cost of the major surgeries, or compensate them for their permanent injuries and lost wages. 

Members of GM Recall Survivors have given tearful testimony about the loss of their loved 

ones, and met with GM CEO Mary Barra.  They want answers from GM, are seek changes in 

the law to improve safety standards, and are calling for compensation and criminal charges.  

  

While the protest by the injured Colombian GM workers was successful in prompting GM to 

invest millions to improve factory safety, their pursuit of justice in Colombia’s legal system was 

stymied at every turn.  They resorted to setting up a tent encampment in front of the U.S. 

Embassy in Bogota which they’ve continued to occupy to this day, almost 3 years later.   GM, 

even while the government was a major shareholder, didn’t respond until after the workers 

were in the tents for 1 year.  And, that was only after 8 of the workers initiated hunger strikes 

by stitching their lips shut with a needle and thread. 

  

GM retiree Hammer points out: “While GM insists it’s turned over a new leaf since emerging 

from the 2009 bankruptcy, the evidence shows - when it came to safety - it is still the old GM.  

The “NEW GM” delayed for 4 years, until 2014, before recalling the defective vehicles.  In the 

case of the Colombians, they’re still waiting for GM to return for mediation begun in August, 

2012 but which was halted.   These practices say the ‘Old GM’ is still behind the driver’s 

wheel.”  

 

If GM is to come out of these scandals as a “stronger” company, as CEO Mary Barra predicts, 

it will have to fairly compensating its victims – beginning with the recall survivors, and the 

Colombian autoworkers. 

  

People across the country have pledged to take action this week in small and large events.  A 

woman in Boise, Idaho, for example, has pledged to take a letter to her local GM dealer 

protesting the company’s treatment of buyers and workers.  Her actions will be repeated at 

dealerships around the country - from Portland, Seattle, and Tucson, in the west to Miami, 

Atlanta and Washington D.C. in the east.  They will echo those who will be at the Detroit rally, 

supporting the two groups’ demands for justice.  
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