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The workers of ASOTRECOL (the Association of Injured Workers and Ex-Workers of GM-

Colombia) were fired from the General Motors plant in Colombia after suffering injuries on the job, 

leaving them without workers’ compensation, medical coverage, or job prospects to support their 

families. The workers have been camped out in tents outside the U.S. Embassy in Colombia since 

August 2011—for 920 days straight. In negotiations in August 2012, General Motors offered the 

workers a pittance in compensation (which the company billed as “very generous”) that wouldn’t 

even have covered their medical costs. GM continues to reject requests for new negotiations and 

reasonable workers’ compensation, despite extensive paperwork documenting the wrongful firings, 

violations of Colombian law, and the corruption of Colombian officials.  
 

ASOTRECOL announced on February 1st that three of its members will begin a hunger strike 

with their lips sewn shut on Tuesday, February 11th. The three will consume nothing but clear 

liquids until GM agrees to new negotiations with ASOTRECOL. The same day, ASOTRECOL will 

also stage a public “crucifixion” outside the U.S. Embassy to represent the workers’ suffering at the 

hands of the company. The workers have been forced into these measures by GM’s refusal to rehire 

them or provide adequate workers’ compensation and by the corruption of Colombian public 

officials, who have collaborated with the company in violation of Colombian law. ASOTRECOL 

President Jorge Parra, who developed herniated discs in his spine from his work as a welder in the 

Bogotá plant, says that “our families face ever-greater hardship, hunger, and the imminent threat of 

eviction from their homes.” The hunger strike will be “an effort to force GM to the negotiating table 

by increasing the public pressure on the company.” That public pressure “will be the only thing that 

can force GM headquarters to assume responsibility for our injuries.” 
 

To coincide with the first day of the hunger strike, U.S. supporters will hold a solidarity protest 

outside the GM “Renaissance Center” headquarters in Detroit from 4:30-6:00pm on February 

11th. The event will feature autoworkers, students, religious leaders, and people from diverse walks 

of life who condemn GM’s business model in Colombia and around the world. 
 

February 11th was the date in 1937 that workers ended a 

44-day sit-down occupation at four of GM’s factories in 

Flint, MI. The workers’ action had compelled GM to 

recognize the United Auto Workers union (UAW) the 

day before. The parallels are not coincidental, as some of 

the same conditions that drove the workers of the 1930s 

to take on General Motors exist today in GM’s Colombia 

plant: unsafe work conditions, job insecurity, speedup, 

anti-union policies including espionage, firings, and 

intimidation, and the dismissal of injured workers.   

4 of the injured ASOTRECOL workers in 

front of their tents, January 2014 
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GM’s actions in Colombia have taken a 

devastating toll on the families of the 

injured workers. Above is the family of 

fired GM employee Ferney Rodríguez. 

Pictured are Ferney’s wife Patricia and 

two children, Daira (9) and Angel (13). 

Angel suffers from cerebral palsy and the 

family cannot afford therapy. 

 

The U.S. government also bears responsibility for the Colombian workers’ plight. “It has turned a 

blind eye to ASOTRECOL’s situation and numerous other human rights violations in Colombia,” 

says ASOTRECOL supporter Diana Sierra of Ypsilanti, Michigan. “The injured GM workers are 

living proof that the ‘Labor Action Plan’ that was attached to the recent U.S.-Colombia Free-Trade 

Agreement, and which was allegedly supposed to protect workers’ rights, is really just a farce.” 

 

This hunger strike will be the workers’ fourth, recalling the multiple hunger strikes of historic figures 

like Mahatma Gandhi and César Chávez of the United Farm Workers. The first hunger strike, in 

August 2012, was ended when GM promised to engage in good-faith negotiations, only to then offer 

the workers a miserly sum in compensation. The second and third hunger strikes in September 2012 

and November 2012-January 2013 were ended by the workers after they received personal promises 

of support from UAW President Bob King, who then failed to follow through. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Below: U.S. autoworkers and other ASOTRECOL supporters  

demonstrate outside the Detroit auto show, January 12, 2014 
 

 

Above: ASOTRECOL workers Jorge 

(left), Manuel (center), and Wilson mark 

Day 900 of the tent occupation outside 

the U.S. Embassy on January 17
th
. 


